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Preface

Archaeology is a romantic subject, redolent of lost civilizations and grinning skeletons 
dripping with gold, the realm of pith-helmeted men and women who are adventur-
ers and scholars at the same time – of movies like the Indiana Jones adventures. But is 
this reality? Most archaeologists have never worn a pith helmet, have never discovered 
gold, and will never unearth a long-forgotten civilization. Nor do most archaeological 
sites yield rich treasure or even human remains. The romance is not always there, but 
the world of modern archaeology is deeply fascinating all the same. This book is a jour-
ney through that world in all its intriguing diversity. It is designed to give you some 
idea of how archaeologists go about studying human behavior in the past.

This twelfth edition of Archaeology: A Brief Introduction is a brief narrative introduc-
tion to the fundamental principles of method and theory in archaeology, beginning with 
the goals of archaeology, going on to consider the basic concepts of culture, time, and 
space, and discussing the fnding and excavation of archaeological sites. The last six 
chapters summarize some of the ways in which archaeologists order and study their 
fnds, as well as the management of the past for future generations. Throughout the 
book, we emphasize the ethics behind archaeology, ending with a discussion of careers 
in archaeology and how we should act as stewards of the fnite records of the human 
past. This is a book with an ardently international perspective, for archaeology is the 
most global of all sciences, encompassing all humanity, not just, say, North America 
or Europe. To study archaeology solely from, say, a European, North American, or any 
other vantage point is pointless. You miss so much.

Most readers will encounter this simple book as a supplement to an introductory 
anthropology course or as part of a broader archaeology offering. It is designed for com-
plete beginners, so every attempt has been made to keep technical jargon to a minimum. 
Inevitably, a book of this length and scope glosses over many complex problems and 
smoldering controversies. We have proceeded on the assumption that, at this stage, a 
positive overstatement is better than a complex piece of inconclusive reasoning. Errors 
of overstatement can always be corrected in class or at a more advanced stage.

If there is a theme to this volume, it is that the patterning of archaeological artifacts 
we fnd in the ground can provide valuable insights into human behavior in the past. In 
pursuing this theme, we have attempted to focus on the basic concepts of archaeology 
and leave the instructor to impose his or her own theoretical viewpoints on the various 
chapters that follow. In the interests of simplicity, too, we have drawn again and again 
on a few relatively well-known sites from New World and Old World archaeology, such 
as Olduvai Gorge and Teotihuacán, rather than distracting readers with a multitude of 
site names. Much of today’s archaeology comes under the heading of cultural resource 
management (CRM) rather than purely academic research. In case any instructors are 
wondering why this book emphasizes the academic over CRM, it is because the basic 
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principles of the subject are common to both kinds of research. We believe that the 
reader is best served by discussions of well-known, classic sites, which he or she will 
encounter during courses anyhow. We have added brief descriptions of major sites in a 
special “Sites and Cultures” information section at the end of the book, where a glossary 
of technical terms will also be found.

Highlights of the Twelfth Edition

This is an exciting time to be writing about archaeology because major scientifc advances 
in many felds are transforming our ability to reconstruct the remote past. Increasingly, 
archaeology is becoming a multidisciplinary feld, and the twelfth edition of this book 
refects this fact. In general, however, the book remains much the same because the basic 
principles of archaeology remain unchanged through the years, whatever new theo-   
retical approaches or high-tech scientifc methods are brought to bear on the past. These 
basic principles provide the foundation for all of the many research projects that archae-
ologists carry out, whether close to home or far afeld, whether academic research or 
cultural resource management. And generations of instructors and students have told 
us that they like the current organization.

What’s New to This Edition

•	 New perceptions of archaeology. Chapter 4 includes a discussion of alternative per-
spectives on the past in archaeology, refecting new thinking on this important topic 
and an update on contemporary archaeological theory.

•	 Revised coverage of excavation methods. These are becoming increasingly refned as 
archaeologists develop ever more sophisticated ways of dissecting sites.

•	 Expanded coverage of ancient technologies. In response to instructor and student 
requests, coverage of ancient technologies has been expanded within the space lim-
its of the book.

•	 Expanded coverage of environment and climate. Chapter 10 summarizes ways in which 
scientists study long-term and short-term climatic change. The study of ancient cli-
mate and its impact on ancient societies has been revolutionized in recent years and 
refects a major advance in archaeology.

•	 Discussion of settlement and landscape. Coverage of settlement and landscape has 
been updated extensively, especially to highlight an increasing interest in human 
conceptions of landscapes and ritual landscapes. We return to the archaeology of 
the intangible in Chapter 13, which deals with people of the past.

•	 Discussion of bioarchaeology. Bioarchaeology has expanded rapidly as a subspe-
cialty in archaeology and is throwing important new light on both individuals and 
groups. We summarize its major contributions in Chapter 13, which is expanded 
throughout.

•	 Management of the past. Chapter 14 is a stand-alone discussion of cultural resource 
management and public archaeology at a basic level, refecting an increasing inter-
est in these subjects in beginning courses. It should be stressed, however, that the 
fundamental principles of archaeology apply to all kinds of archaeological research, 
whether purely academic or cultural resource management, now the dominant kind 
of feld archaeology in many parts of the world.
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•	 Career advice. Chapter 15 gives frank advice on archaeology as a career in an era 
when academic positions are shrinking and archaeology is becoming a profession. 
This turned out to be a very popular chapter in earlier editions.

•	 Discovery boxes. Feature boxes describing both well-known and recent discoveries 
have been added to each chapter. We have resisted the temptation to add more 
boxes on the grounds that they break up the narrative in a distracting way in a sim-
ple book like this one.

•	 Revision and updating throughout. The entire text and the Further Readings at the end 
of each chapter have been revised and updated on a page-by-page basis.

New and Revised Art Program

The twelfth edition’s art program has been completely revised, with new photo-
graphs and fresh or revised line art. The new illustrations provide additional back-
ground on recent discoveries, amplify the narrative, or replace older art with new 
pictures. Some expanded captions serve to integrate the illustrations more closely 
into the text.
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Authors’ Note

Glossaries

Key terms defned in the Glossary of Technical Terms at the end of the book are high-
lighted in bold type throughout the book. Archaeological sites, cultures, and civiliza-
tions whose names are italicized at frst main use in the book are described in the section 
on sites and cultures at the end of the book.

Dates

The following conventions are used in the text:

•	 Dates before 10,000 years ago are expressed in years Before Present (B.P.). This is 
common usage, although not commonly used in this particular book.

•	 Dates after 10,000  years ago are expressed in years Before Christ (B.C.) or Anno 
Domini (A.D.).

Another common convention is B.C.E./C.E. (Before Common Era/Common Era), which 
is not employed in this book. By scientifc convention, “present” is A.D. 1950.

Please note that all radiocarbon dates and potassium-argon dates should be under-
stood to have a plus-or-minus factor that is omitted from this book in the interests of 
clarity. They are statistical estimates. Where possible, radiocarbon dates have been cali-
brated with tree-ring chronologies, which adds a substantial element of accuracy (see 
Chapter 5). For tree-ring calibration of radiocarbon dates, see vol. 40, no. 3, of the journal 
Radiocarbon, 1998.
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